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Introduction

In the planting of the seeds of most trees, the best gardeners do
no more than follow nature, though they may not know
it...So, when we experiment in planting forests, we find
ourselves at last doing as Nature does. Would it not be well to
consult with Nature in the outset? for she is the most extensive
and experienced planter of us all...

Henry David Thoreau, On the Succession of Forest Trees



